CERTIFIED
STANDARDS

Dry cow therapy - Justification

AM.2.2.2 - Cows must not be dried off using antibiotics without individual risk
assessment being conducted first, as this would constitute routine use

Justification

The responsible use of antibiotics is a key component of maintaining animal health and welfare,
protecting antibiotic efficacy and meeting legal requirements. The Veterinary Medicines
Regulations 2013, as amended in 2024, state that antibiotics should never be used routinely.
Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) guidance clarifies that routine use includes repeated or
habitual antibiotic use without proper evidence-based or risk-based assessment to determine
whether treatment is necessary.

Antibiotic dry cow therapy remains an important tool for the prevention and treatment of mastitis.
The VMD advises that blanket dry cow therapy, which it defines as the administration of
antibiotics at drying off to all dairy cattle in a group without an individual risk assessment, is

routine use. Importantly, it is the absence of individual risk assessment, rather than the number
of cows receiving treatment, that constitutes routine use.

Selective dry cow therapy requires an assessment of the individual animal's risk of infection and
disease history. Factors such as somatic cell count, clinical mastitis records, teat end quality and
other relevant indicators can be used to identify cows that would benefit from antibiotic
treatment because they either have a subclinical infection already or are at high risk of becoming
infected, whilst avoiding unnecessary use in animals that do not require it.

The requirement for individual risk assessment before antibiotic dry cow therapy is used aligns
Red Tractor standards with current legislation and industry expectations by ensuring that
treatment decisions are made for each cow rather than routinely without assessment. This
supports national and international efforts to reduce antibiotic resistance by minimising
unnecessary use whilst maintaining high standards of udder health and welfare. This provides
assurance that antibiotic use at drying off is justified and evidence-based, supporting confidence
in the responsible use of antibiotics within dairy production.
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